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We the Children – Benjamin Pratt & The Keepers of the School 
Andrew Clements 

 

1.  What is a Tiller? 

A tiller is a blade that steers a boat. 

2. What had happened to the school during the War of Independence? 

It had been hit by three cannonballs. 

3. Why wasn’t Ben’s author study any fun? 

He was partnered with Robert, who he did not like.  He was a rival in the sailing club too. 

4. What was on the key Ben and Jill found? 

There was a message scratched on the key that they found.  It said, “Use only if you must.” 

5. What was Ben’s father’s job? 

He was a math teacher at Beecham High School. 

6. Where did Ben’s father live? 

Since Ben’s father and mother separated, Ben’s father lived on a sailboatin Parson’s Marina. 

7. How did Mr. Keane refer to Lyman? 

He called the assistant custodian a snake.   

8. Even though racers pass a swimming test what did they still need to wear? Why? 

They still needed to wear a life vest in case of an accident. 

9. What was Robert’s weaknesses when he raced? 

Robert would make extra wide turns, since he had lost two times before for hitting the buoy. 

10. What did Ben’s mother get for Robert? 

She bought him a dry suit because his wet suit was too small. 

11. What happened when Ben tried to make himself useful to Lyman? 

When he went to dump the water from the bucket into the sink, he almost gagged from the smell. 

12. What did Robert yell to Ben when he was leaving in the ambulance? 

He asked for a rematch in the sailing competition. 

13. What subject was Ben’ best? 

Social Studies 

14. Why did Jill think Captain Oaks was a weirdo? 

She thought he was a weirdo because he was buried in the school playground. 

15. What did Ben notice was the same between Mr. Keane and George Washington’s portrait? 

They both had blue eyes. 

16. Right before the paramedics came into the room, what did Mr. Keane do? 

He made Ben promise to keep the coin a secret and to defend the school.  He told Ben that the school 

belonged to the children. 

17. Why was Mr. Keane late for homeroom? 

On his way to homeroom, Ben saw Mr. Keane using the mop handle as a crutch. Ben stopped to help 

Mr. Keane to get to a seat in the custodian’s room.  Mr. Keane had done something to his leg on the 

stairs. 
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18. What are BOLLARDS? 

They are iron stumps along a seawall used for tethering ships. 

19. Why did Ben turn his boat around during the race? 

He was ahead by two boat lengths in the race.  He turned to check on Robert and noticed that his boat 

had overturned.  He could not see Robert, so he turned around to look for him. 

20. How did Ben and Jill cover their exploration at the school? 

They told the social studies teacher that they wanted to work on a special project about the school.  

They said they wanted to earn extra credit. 

21. What happened during Mrs. Hinman’s Social Studies class? 

Ben fell asleep when he finished his test early and had a dream.  He dreamed that a wrecking ball was 

coming straight at the school and that it hit right at the windows where he was looking out.   

22. Why did Ms. Wilton, the art teacher, send Ben to find the janitor? 

The sink in the art room was clogged and it was overflowing.  There was a flood forming on the floor.  

23. Why did Ben’s heart nearly stop when he was in the library? 

Ben was in the library doing research about the school and found Captain Oaks’ school plan from when 

it was first built.  After he made the discovery, he was rushing around a bookcase and saw Lyman 

washing a window.  He felt that Lyman was spying on him.   

24. Why did Ben and Jill say they were late for lunch? 

They said that they had used the restrooms.  They were really searching for the clue that they found in 

the molding along the wall.   

25. Why did the security guard at the marina stop Ben? 

He stopped him to give him a business card for his father.  The guard said it was from the man looking 

to buy the boat that Ben’s dad owned.  The security guard told him that the man had taken 

measurements of the boat. 

26. What did Ben do when he was nervous? 

He ran his tongue over his teeth. 

27. What did Captain Oaks write in his will about the school? 

He stated that the building was to be passed to his heirs when it was no longer a school. 

28. What did Jill discover about Lyman? 

She discovered his first name was Jerroald.  She also discovered that Jerroald A. Lyman had a good 

education and owned a house in Newport, condo in Florida, and a yacht.  The last four months, that 

same Jerroald was living in a rented room and working as an assistant custodian.  She thinks he is really 

a spy from the amusement park company.   

29. Why was Ben rushed to the emergency room? 

When he was younger, he was rushed to the emergency room when a bouy hit him in the mouth.  

30. What was going to happen to Benjamin Pratt’s school? 

It was going to be knocked down and replaced with an amusement park.  The town had sold the school 

and land to a developer for thirty-five million dollars.  The town was building a new school on the other 

side of the town.   


